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The East Turkistan Association of Canada 
585 Miller Way 
Milton, ON L9T 8L8 
 
19 October 2019 
 
Her Worship Mayor Virginia Hackson 
The Town of East Gwillimbury 
19000 Leslie Street 
Sharon, ON L0G 1V0 
 
RE: East Gwillimbury-Shihezi Twinning Relationship 
 
Dear Madam Mayor Hackson, 
 
I am writing you today as it has come to my attention that the Town of East Gwillimbury 
currently maintains a Canada-China twinning relationship with the city of Shihezi, Xinjiang 
since 1998. Recent reports have indicated that the city of Shihezi currently operates seven 
concentration camps. Members of the Uyghur diaspora and myself feel discontent and heartbreak 
as Citizens and residents of Canada.  
 
The Chinese government has been treating Uyghurs and the Turkic population of Xinjiang with 
distain and hostility for decades since they occupied the region in 1949. Much like Tibetans, 
Uyghurs have struggled for cultural survival. Since 2017, it reached an unprecedented level of 
oppression. China is targeting several millions of Uyghurs for political and cultural 
indoctrination by detaining the population in concentration camps, the largest mass incarceration 
since the holocaust. As a result, we are concerned for humanity, world peace and the fate of our 
family members in China as they are victims of a 21st century nazi-like concentration camps. 
 
We, Citizens and residents of Canada, respectfully appeal to you to cease the twinning 
relationship with the city of Shihezi, Xinjiang. This act of solidarity will send a powerful 
message to the Chinese leadership that the Uyghur genocide cannot be left unresolved. With 
hopes of resolving the issue on hand, we strongly believe you will join our efforts to promote 
world peace and call on China to cease all forms of human rights violations. 
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this urgent matter, 
 
 
Tuyghun Abduweli 
President 
The East Turkistan Association of Canada 
585 Miller Way 
Milton, ON, L9T 8L8 
T: 416-878-5860 
E: tuyghun.abduweli@gmail.com 


